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Contesting 

A beginners guide. 



All Slides (c) Dave M0TAZ 2 

A Few Questions. 

ÅWhy do we contest ? 

ÅCan anyone take part ? 

ÅDonôt you have to be a member of RSGB  

ÅContesting is only for clubs and groups. 

ÅI donôt do HF. 

ÅI donôt take it that seriously. 

ÅI take part sometimes but never enter my 
log. 
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Software 

ÅSD and SDV 

ÅMinos 

ÅStandard electronic log 

ÅPaper logs 
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Types of Contest 

ÅWeekly Activity Nights 

Å4 Hrs VHF / QRP / Portable 

Å6 Hrs Single band 

Å24 Hrs VHF / HF Field Day 

Å48 Hrs CQWW RTTY 
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Contest Calendar 

http://www.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/readcal.pl  

http://www.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/readcal.pl
http://www.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/readcal.pl
http://www.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/readcal.pl
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Non RSGB Contest 

http://www.sk3bg.se/contest/  

http://www.sk3bg.se/contest/
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UK Activity Nights 

ÅIdeal to start 

ÅYour score contributes to the clubs score 

ÅCan take part with others from the club 

ÅAt home, out portable 

ÅOnly takes a few hours per week 

ÅCan pick and choose what events to 

complete. 
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Activity Nights 

Å 144 MHz on the 1st Tuesday of the 
month,  

Å432 MHz on the 2nd Tuesday,  

Å1.3 GHz on the 3rd Tuesday,  

Å50 MHz and 13cms to 3cms (2000-2200) 
on the 4th Tuesday,  

Å70 MHz where there is a 5th Tuesday in 
the month. 
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So How Well Is H.R.C 

144 MHz 
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432MHz 



All Slides (c) Dave M0TAZ 11 

OK So how do I take part. 

ÅTaking part v entering a contest. 

ÅWhat is a valid contact. 

ÅWhat types of exchange are needed. 

ÅWhat is the point of 599é001. 

ÅWhat is the point é 
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What is the pointé 

ÅHow often have you worked 500km on 2m. 

ÅHow about 500km on 70cm ! 

ÅImproves you operating procedure. 

ÅTests out your skills in speed and 

accuracy. 

ÅTest out a radio / antenna. 

ÅHow good is your setup compared to x 
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Seriously 

ÅThe transfer of information accurately and 

with speed under less than ideal 

conditions. 

ÅMobile phones and the Internet donôt 

always work. 
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So I have completed a contest. 

ÅCheck the accuracy of your log. 

ÅEnter it in good time 

ÅReview the Google map file 

ÅTry and make improvements next time. 

ÅHave fun ! 
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50 MHz Map 


